WEIGHING THE COSTS AND BENEFITS OF
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY FIELDWORK PLACEMENTS a LA

FIELDWORK PLACEMENTS':

*  (linical sites derive a mean weekly benefit of nearly 5400 (US)

* To recover costs, placements should be af least of 3 weeks duration; 6 weeks
for first placements

* Having several experiences is important as it influences the net value
of the investment

e Preparation for complex practice helps students take on more responsibilities
quickly and thus 4~ cost benefits more quickly

From a broader value-for-money perspective, OT program heads favoured fieldwork
placements (FP) over simulated placements (SP):
o mean S/student = AUDS144-51112 (FP) - AUDS460-S1511 (SP)

SIMULATED PLACEMENTS®

o Short simulated fieldwork placements are as effective for student learning
outcomes as traditional fieldwork placements but tend fo cost more for the

e

universities.

*  Mean value of AUDS472 saved in 3/9 rounds of simulated placements
from university + public health sector perspectives.
e (Can be an alternative when facing availability and opportunity challenges.
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